All About Baptism

· What Is Baptism and Why Do We Do It? 
Holy Baptism is the church’s response to Christ’s command to make disciples of all nations baptizing them in the name of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit (Matthew 28:19-20). It is the Christian’s initiation to the community of faith and is a public event. Baptism is the beginning of your new life where you are immersed into God’s good Word and into Christ's death and resurrection. 

· What Benefits Does God Give in Baptism? 
In baptism God forgives sin, delivers from death and the devil, and gives everlasting salvation to all who believe what he has promised. In Mark 16 our Lord Jesus Christ says: “He who believes and is baptized will be saved; but he who does not believe will be condemned.”

· What Does Baptism Mean for Daily Living? 

The key to this glorious sacrament is to understand baptism not as a past event, but as a present reality. To say, “I am Baptized” is very much like a spouse saying, “I am married.” Baptism is a covenant (agreement) between God and his people where God promises to be our God forever, and we promise to be and live as God’s people. God never violates his end of the agreement. The covenant can only be broken when the baptized or parents/sponsors of the baptized do not follow through on their promises which are intended for daily living. Baptism for daily living, therefore, simply means to be faithful to God. It means to be persistent in our obedience to the master, Jesus, every day. It means that our sinful self, with all its evil deeds and self-serving desires should be put to death; and that each day the new you, the you with Christ should arise to live with God in righteousness and purity forever.

· What’s the Appropriate Age for Baptism? 

In the New Testament, the gospel came to a completely new generation. Therefore, most of the people baptized in the New Testament were adults. Thus, we baptize adults when they come to faith in Jesus Christ. But Jesus did not put age restrictions for those desiring the kingdom.  When people were bringing even infants to Him, He simply said, “Let the little children come to me...for it is to such as these that the kingdom of God belongs.” (Luke 18.15-17). People of all ages have received the gift of baptism since the time of the apostles (the generation that were eye-witnesses of the Christ). 

· What About Infants—Those Who Can’t Yet Understand or Believe? 

The Apostle Peter boldly declared “the promise is for you, for your children, and for all who are far away…” (Acts 2.38) Thus, we also read of entire households being baptized (Acts 16:13-15; 18:7-8). The early Church Fathers also encouraged people of all ages to receive baptism including infants. No early Christian writers condemn the practice. Such opposition to infant baptism does not surface until the Middle Ages with groups known as the Waldenses and Catharists.

· Do I Need to Be Baptized?

If you want to become part of the household of God, the answer is yes. If you would like your sins to be forgiven, then yes. If you would like to have assurance of your salvation in Christ, then Yes. If you would like to be an heir of the kingdom of God, then Yes. 
