SAMPLE LETTER
{Date}
Dear [Parents Names},

Greetings! Congratulations again upon becoming parents - again.  It was great to talk with you today about {Child’s Name} baptism.  Baptism is a wonderful sign of God’s grace among us, and we rejoice when anyone – young or old – is given the sign and seal of Baptism.

For Presbyterian Christians, baptism is one of two sacraments.  Baptism and the Lord’s Supper are signs and seals of God’s love for us.  Both of these important events are times when we draw close to God as a congregation.  Baptism, in particular, is a time when we make promises to God, and so we want you to know what you are getting yourself into!

Enclosed you will find a form that needs to be returned to the church office when we meet so that we can have proper records.  You will also find a sheet that explains a little bit about baptism and also lists the questions that you will need to answer in front of the congregation during the baptism ceremony.

Baptism is a most joyous occasion and also one that lays serious obligations upon the family.  You are pledging, as you know, before God, to raise your child, to the best of your ability, in the hope and expectation that your child will come to have a vital, living relationship with Jesus Christ.  You are promising your regular attendance in worship and regular participation in Christian discipleship for you and your child.

I look forward to meeting with you, answering any questions that you might have about baptism, and to participating on this important occasion in your and your child’s life on {Baptism Date}.  After looking over the enclosed papers, please mail them back to me.    Thanks, and blessings to you.

In Christ,

{Name of Pastor and Church Name}
{Church Name} Presbyterian Church Baptism Form

Full name of person being baptized:  __________________________________________

Date requested for Baptism: ________________________________________________

Address:  _______________________________________________________________

City:  _____________________________
State: __________
Zip:  ________________

Phone: __________________ E-mail address:  __________________________________

Date of birth:  ___________________________

Father’s Full Name:  _______________________________________________________

Mother’s Full Name:  ______________________________________________________

Names and Dates of Birth for other family members:

By bringing our child for baptism, we are saying that we recognize that this child is a trust and loan from God. By the power of the Holy Spirit, we seek to make the child aware of God’s love in Christ — by developing our own spiritual lives and sharing them with our child. We are excited and able to answer the baptismal questions.  We promise to be faithful in the worship and work of the Church and in the study of the Word of God. We confess our faith in Jesus Christ as Savior and Lord and we promise, in dependence on God’s grace to raise this child to now, love and serve Jesus Christ.

Signed ...

Father _____________________________________

Mother ____________________________________

Date _____________________
Baptism

Questions asked to the parent(s) at Baptism:

1. Trusting in the gracious mercy of God, do you turn from the ways of sin and renounce evil and its power in the world? (I do.)

2. Do you reaffirm your faith in Jesus Christ as your Savior and Lord? (I do.)

3. Do you desire your child to be baptized in the name of the Triune God?  (I do.)

4. Do you recognize your child's need of salvation and claim God's covenant promises on her/his behalf? (I do.)

5. Do you promise to seek to live the Christian faith and teach that faith to your child, and to surround her/him with a love that gives security and freedom?  (I do.)

Question asked to the congregation at Baptism:

Do we the members of the Church of Jesus Christ welcome (name of child), and will we seek to provide her/him and all the children of the church with the means of Christian nurture and growth?  If so, please say, "We do." 

What is a “sacrament?”

The word sacrament comes from the Latin sacramentum which literally means “mystery” but which had also come to refer to an oath or pledge.  The Greek word for mystery – mysterion – is found in the New Testament (particularly in Ephesians and Colossians) and refers there to Jesus, to the things of Jesus, to the gospel, to the good plan of God, etc.  We understand the sacraments to be holy mysteries where God’s invisible grace becomes visible to us.

Augustine was the first to describe the sacraments as outward, visible signs of inward, spiritual grace.  The Roman Catholic Church has understood the sacraments actually to convey justifying and sanctifying grace whereas the Protestant church have generally understood the sacraments to be means of grace only as received by faith.  We have two sacraments – Baptism and Communion.

What is “baptism?”

Baptism is described by all Christians but particularly by Presbyterians as signifying one’s initiation into Christ and the Christian community.  It is a sacrament where God’s grace becomes visible to us.

There are several images, from the Bible, that are portrayed in baptism:

1. Dying and being raised to new life with Christ.  (Romans 6:3-4) This is a particularly vivid image if/when a person is literally immersed in water.  We are given new life in Jesus Christ!

2. The washing and cleansing of a sin-stained life. (1 Corinthians 6:11) We are made clean by him!

3. Re-birth by the Holy Spirit. (John 3:5 and Acts 2:38) We are reborn and given a fresh start!

4. Incorporation into God, Christ, God’s family, the church (i.e. Christian community). (1 Corinthians 12:13) We are not alone – we belong to a family that loves us no matter what!

Baptism does not do these things – Jesus Christ does this through his life, death, and resurrection.  We participate in it through our faith in him.  Baptism shows us these things and seals them to us.

Baptism is a transliteration of the Greek word baptizo, which literally means “to immerse.”  However, there are indications in the New Testament that even during the 1st century this term had taken on special religious meaning and significance (i.e. it referred specifically to a religious rite), which is why most English translations do not translate baptizo as immerse but rather as baptize.

We baptize in the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit.  That is generally agreed to be the biblical standard though there are instances in Acts (e.g. 10:48 and 19:5) in which people are baptized simply in the name of Jesus. 

Presbyterians believe that people only need to be baptized once and that they only ought to be baptized once.  Presbyterians recognize almost any baptism done in the name of the Father, the Son, and Holy Spirit (including in the Roman Catholic church, etc.), although Presbyterians do not recognize baptisms administered by churches/sects/organizations outside the umbrella of orthodox and apostolic Christianity such as the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints (Mormons).

Regarding the modes of baptism (full immersion, pouring, and sprinkling), it may be argued that “baptize” in the NT had come to mean “to wash” or “to purify with water” as is indicated in places where baptize cannot mean immerse.  (See Luke 11:38; Acts 1:5; Acts 2:3-4, 17; 1 Cor. 10:1-2; and Hebrews 9:10-23.)  Immersion was probably the primary form of baptism in the New Testament wherever and whenever possible.

What is baptism not?

Infant baptism is not a ritual of birth that automatically follows the slap on the bottom (birth), the circumcision of the foreskin, and the graduation from hospital to home. Infant baptism is not a sentimental ceremony that represents a “grandfather God” patting little children on the head and saying, “be good”. Baptism is a symbol of God’s love, holiness, power and judgment, represented in the power of water in the Flood of Noah’s day (Genesis 6:17, 18; Hebrews 11:7; 1 Peter 3:18-21) and the life-giving power of rivers of living water, which represent the Holy Spirit (John 7:37-39).

1. Baptism is not essential for salvation.  It is Jesus Christ who saves.  We participate in this salvation by our faith in Jesus Christ.  (Acts 16:30-3) Rituals do not save us, so baptism is important because it is a command of our Lord, but it is not essential.

2. Baptism is never an instrument of salvation.  It is a symbol and a sign and a seal.

3. Baptism is not a diploma representing what I have done or a merit badge of faith.  It is God who saves, not us!  (Ephesians 2:  8-9)

4. Baptism is not a guarantee of eternal salvation.  In Scripture, the wheat and tares grow together, and we are all subject to judgment.  (Matthew 13: 24-30)

Why do we baptize infants as well as adults?

1. There are several times in the book of Acts where entire “households” are baptized.  Presumably there were small children and even infants in these households, and everyone was baptized.  In these contexts, baptism is administered more broadly then just those who had professed faith in Jesus Christ.

2. Our Reformed theology recognizes that God frequently deals with families rather than individuals.  When Noah is saved from the flood, his whole family is received with him into the ark (See. 1 Peter 3:20-21.) When Abraham is given the covenant sign of circumcision, he is commanded to administer it to all the male members of his house.  (See Genesis 17 and Colossians 2:11-12)  At the Red Sea it is all Israel (men, women, and children) who pass through the waters in the great act of redemption that foreshadows Jesus saving us and the sign of baptism. (See 1 Cor. 10:1-2.)

3. We also take Peter’s words in Acts 2:39 very seriously: “This promise is for you and your children.”

4. The children of Christians enjoy privileges and perhaps even a status which cannot be ascribed to others.  They are reckoned in some sense “holy” by God.  (See 1 Cor. 7:14.)

5. There is a parallel to circumcision in the Old Testament, which was administered to infants.

Infant baptism affirms the importance of the community for growing in faith and Christian discipleship.  Infant baptism also declares the sovereign grace and initiative of God.  Infant baptism demonstrates 1) that we are helpless apart from God’s grace, and 2) that “God loves us before we ever love Him.”  We are fully dependent on God and God’s grace. 

What am I saying when I bring my child to be baptized?

1. That I have trusted Jesus Christ as my Lord and Savior and recognize that I am part of his community.

2. That I intend to raise my child in the fellowship of the church and that I want this child, that I love so much, to know exactly how much God loves him/her.

3. That I want my child to profess that “Jesus is Lord” and to know God’s love in a personal way.

What is the congregation saying?

1. That they will support you as parents – during the early and tiring years on through the adolescent stressful years on through the adult years.

2. That they will be in the nursery to care for your child, in Sunday School to teach your child, in the Youth Group to call you child to trust Jesus as Lord and Savior.

What happens the day of the baptism?

1. During the Service

2. You will be invited forward during the service at the time of the baptism.  Your child is welcome to be with you during the service – and do not be embarrassed if you need to leave the service because he or she is “fussy.”  We love having children in worship!  After the baptism, you are welcome to take your child to the nursery.

3. Guests

4. We are delighted to have any and all family and friends there for the service.  We do ask that all guests coming to witness the Baptism remain for the entire service lest their departure distract the congregation or grieve the God who loves us so much.

5. Clothing

6. A special garment is not necessary, nor is it forbidden. To be baptized in the same garment as those who have gone before can be a great way to honor them and participate in bringing your child into God’s family

7. Who holds the child?

8. The child can be held be either parent and is normally return to the other parent after the baptism, signifying their joint participation in raising the child in the church.

9. What about other children in the family?

10. All other children in the family are welcome to stand with the parents as they present their child for Baptism. It is right and good that older children know exactly what occurs in baptism. Also, grandparents may stand with the parents.

May God bless you and your family as you bring your child for baptism!!!

